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message from the
founder

The academic year of 2021-22 followed the same pathway of previous year’s disas-
ter and losses due to the COVID 19 pandemic which sent our lives behind in sev-
eral aspects including the learning level of children. Several studies found out that
due to this pandemic, huge loss of learning has happened among the students
of elementary, secondary and senior secondary levels. But unfortunately, | hard-
ly recall people talking about the overlooking which occurred in the domain of ear-
ly childhood education. Research in neuroscience highlights the importance of ear-
ly age groups and the learning experiences that should be provided at this stage
yet millions of early age groups children were devoid of early childhood education
for a period of almost two years. With New Education Policy 2020 recommending
one of the biggest structural changes of combining early childhood education with
grade 1 and 2 and renaming it as the foundational stage, our utmost responsibility
become to draw the focus and attention more towards providing quality access to
early education to every child irrespective of the existing situations and challenges.

Continuing our work at Avaniti Education and Training Foundation we ensured our work
in both the domain of access to education and developing the quality of the govern-
ment early education system through community-based interventions and collaborative
efforts. Our PHOOLBATI program continued to focus upon providing access to early ed-
ucation to the children from the Kamar community (a PVTG) through community owned
learning centers that follow context-based and child-led learning methodologies. We
also worked with the children of government anganwadis through parental involvement
and systemic approaches for developing a quality early learning environment.

Ashwini
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About Avaniti

Avaniti Education and Training Foundation is a not for profit organization registered in
August 2018 under section 8 (1) of the companies act, 2013 (India). We are currently
present in the Dhamtari district of Chhattisgarh and work towards providing access to
early childhood education to the children devoid of preschool education and come from
the most disadvantaged sections of our society such as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTG). Avaniti also works with the government anganwadis of tribal and rural
belts to improvise the quality of early childhood education through localized and play
based projects. We believe in collaboration with children, teachers, parents, and other
stakeholders at various levels to develop and promote a Context-Based and Child-Led
(CBCL) learning environment for children in their early age groups (3 to 8 years). Our
work includes developing community-owned learning center and curriculum specific to
the learner’s context and culture. We offer courses, workshops and provide on-site sup-
port to the teachers, parents and other stakeholders.

Vision
Towards a society where every child’s voice and ways of learning are respected

Mission Y, g
To promote an environment of learning led by the learner " Bl
f"';:‘ix.
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key stats

45 children

(access to ECE)

e
400+ ongan-

wadi teachers

25 %bu

“ angcmwadls
(regular)

30 parents

(regular)

ol ot
1300+ children
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Every child has innumerous stories to tell. Matiya, an 8 years old girl who got dropped out during COVID-19 but now she has
started visiting school again. This story has been narrated and drawn by her.
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Bhumika, 8 years old studying in government primary school is from our first batch who loves listening to the stories and sharing
her wonderful ones with us. This drawing by Bhumika represents one of her interesting stories.



During circle time of a project around ‘Understanding self’ when we were having discussion around below
three points, some wonderful voices came out.

What would you like to be after growing up?
When do you get angry?
What do you like the most?

" e 9 T a7
"ol HeY TG TS &

4 years old Aarush shared that he wants to become
like his Papa, i.e.- he would become a daily wage
labourer under MGNREGA and earn money. He gets
very angry when mummy beats him and he likes to
play the most.
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Raja wants to become a spider man as he makes nice
videos of birds and Raja wants to do the same. Raja
loves to eat laddu which is provided in the center
during snacks time and he loves to go to the center.
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| would like to become a teacher once | grow up and
I will do all the work. | feel angry when my mom yells at

me. When | eat rice at night and sleep that is the best
part of my day. | do not like to study but love to play.

says karina
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I will become a monkey after growing up and run

on the top of the tree to pluck and eat guava. | get
angry when madam yells at me. | love to play ball.

says Jitesh
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Shivcharan says that he likes to make Mahua
liquor.




FIELD DIARY




community
centers

Morning meeting at Lattidera center.
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Children reflecting upon their learning after an Free play giving an opportunity to bring-in the
activity. elements of their outside school life.

Gilmpse of projects that focus on developing skills of collaboration.



work
with anagnwadis

Anganwadi teacher incorporating new pedagogy to make learning child-centric
and play based.



Anganwadi tearchers of Dongardula-2 sector are understanding their role better by exploring
more about early childhood education and its importance during a one day workshop.

Primary school teachers (1st and 2nd grade only) and anganwadi teachers joining their hands
to strengthen foundational stage of education. Memebers of Avaniti facilitated the workshop on
Introduction to NEP 2020 focusing upon the Foundational satage of education.



parent
engagements
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Women'’s day celebration at Lattidera center.



Celebration of nutrition fair at Lattidera center Meeting with Sarpanch and Sacheev of gram pan-
chayat Banbagaud
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Community taking forward one of the projects in Chandanpur village.
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team
development

Mapping the Journey
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Capacity building is considered as the backbone of our organization which was continuously promoted
through the online sessions organized by Wipro Foundation, NSRCEL, and UnLtd India during the lockdowns.
The team members of Avaniti explored some important topics, such as- meaning of social entrepreneurship,
pitch preparation, finance and accounting, fundraising, team building, monitoring & evaluation, and themes
around children’s education and rights.



Weekly review and planning meeting
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A session on ‘Building a Business story’ organized by NSRCEL team of [IM Bangalore



other
activities

Azim Premiji University’s student completed her Avaniti family got the community hall as premise
internship under the guidance and support of Avaniti for the center from the Gram Panchayat. We all
team members where her focus was to understand along with the children converted the hall into
the context and challenges of early childhood educa- school and is called ‘Anganwadi’ now by the

tion in tribe dominated regions children as there is no government anganwadi

available in their village



Exposure visit to Gangrel

This was the first time for all the young children of Lattidera to visit Gangrel dam which is situated in
Dhamtari district and is around 30 kilometers away from the village. Despite being this close, children
had never visited this famous dam and garden near it. They had only heard about it from elder children
who too had read in their textbooks and were often curious about the word ‘garden’ and use of dam.



team

Santoshi, Community Leader
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THANK YOU...

To know more, visit us @
https://www.avaniti.org/

Donate us
Account Name-AVANITI EDUCATION AND TRAININGFOUNDATION
Account No. 38359720995
Bank Name-STATE BANK OF INDIA
IFSC-SBIN0000361
Address- Dhamtari, Chhattisgarh



